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T
7\ConnecT. Grow. Serve.

Salford Mennonite Church

Sunday, Nov. 16, 2025
9:30 a.m. Pastor Wayne
Nitzsche preaching on
Isaiah 65:17-25; Luke
21:5-19

10:45 a.m. Second Hour

All adults are asked to
be present in the
Sanctuary for the annual
Congregational Meeting

November 9 Offering
Offering - $7,144
ACH - $2,030

Vanco — $2,444

Total Budget Offering
$11,618

Children’s Offering: $39

This week at Salford

Sun., Nov. 16
Fall Congregational
Meeting

Potluck & Bonhoeffer Film
Screening w/ Justice &
Peace, Fellowship Hall

Tues., Nov 18
7:00 P.M., Church Board
Meeting, Friendship Room

7:00 P.M., Choir,
Sanctuary

Wed., Nov. 19
5:30 P.M., Faith
Formation Night,
Fellowship Hall

Future Salford Events

Sat., Nov. 22
Fall Church Work Day

"What time is it?"

Isaiah and Jesus both paint a picture of the time in which they were living. For
Isaiah it's a beautiful picture of flourishing. Jesus, on the other hand, foresees
destruction of a beloved treasure, the temple. Jesus, even in the midst of
predicting the end of something, invites us to bear withess to the fact that the
past, present and future time are in God's hands. We have a God we know, in
Jesus Christ, who walks with us and does not abandon us in good times or in
hard ones. It seems both the prophet and Jesus are trying to reassure us that
when we feel the world is falling apart, we don't abandon our efforts to work for
a better world, but we know it is not ultimately up to us. So come to worship
and together we'll hold the pain and beauty of these times.

Fall Congregational Meeting This Sunday

Please join us for the annual congregational meeting after Sunday’s worship
where we will discuss important matters in the life of our congregation and vote
on two items: the annual budget and bylaw revisions. Please bring your
Congregational Meeting Packets to provide the requested affirmations. Please
review the packet ahead of time and bring your questions. Extra copies are at
the Welcome Center for those who don’t have a mailbox.

The meeting will be livestreamed and recorded. Use this link to
https://youtube.com/live/31 GFUmmtQo0?feature=share to view the livestream
or watch the recording at a later date.

Justice & Peace Potluck and Film Screening This Sunday

The Justice & Peace team invites you to a potluck and viewing of Martin
Doblmeier's film Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Pacifist, Nazi Resister on Sunday,
November 16th after the fall congregational meeting. The film runs about 90
minutes and is usually considered the finest documentary on the life of
Bonhoeffer available. Ken Henke will introduce the film, including some
reflections on the ongoing significance of the life and witness of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer for us today, and we’ll close with a brief discussion. All are welcome
to join.

All-Church Workday with the Trustees Saturday, Nov. 22

Help maintain and beautify our grounds! Come and go as you can from 8 am-
12 pm on Saturday, November 22. The primary job is leaf cleanup. If you plan
to help with leaf cleanup, please bring rakes and leaf blowers. Other jobs


https://youtube.com/live/31GFUmmtQo0?feature=share

If you have information or
prayer requests for our
newsletter, please submit
them to the church office
by 10 am Thursdays.

If you would like to receive
this newsletter by email,
please submit your email
address to
joneslongt@salfordmc.org

will be available. RSVP to Linda Martin or one of the trustees: Allen Kaczor,
George Gaugler, Gene Kropf, Mike Bartholomew, Nathan Hassler-Brooks,
Luke Martin, and Zach Jones Long.

Processing the Mosaic Conference Decision

Salford queer siblings, parents, loved ones, and concerned allies: Do you
have questions, concerns, or uneasiness after the recent Mosaic Conference
decision to separate from MCUSA? We are here to help you process and
answer what questions we can at this point. Join us for a Second Hour
meeting on November 23rd. Pastor Karen will facilitate in Room 206. Please
comel!

Faith Formation Night — Wednesday, November 19, 5:30-
8:00 P.M.

At the November Faith Formation Night, the adults will be led in a session
called Letting Go and Becoming: Finding Meaning in Family Conflict by James
Mast, LPC.

Conflict within families can feel painful and confusing, yet it often reveals
something essential about what it means to be human. In this Faith Formation
seminar, psychotherapist James Mast explores how moments of tension invite
us to wrestle with life’'s deeper questions—of meaning, loss, change, and love.
Blending story, humor, and reflection, he invites us to see family conflict not as
a failure, but as part of the ongoing work of becoming—an adventure in which
courage, honesty, and compassion lead the way. RSVP to Pastor Andrew by
Sunday, November 16.

Salford Sings! Christmas Songs and Stories

We are taking Advent/Christmas song requests for our next Salford Sings!
service on Sunday, December 21. We would love to hear from you! Do you
have a favorite song you want to sing together? Do you have a memory or
story about caroling or other Christmas tradition that you would like to share
with the congregation (whether in person or in writing)?

Please share with Laura Alderfer at laura.alderfer@gmail.com or fill out a
Salford Sings! request form at the Welcome Center by November 30. We
anticipate a special service filled with singing, stories, worship and fellowship.

The Curiosity Project — We're Halfway There!

To celebrate the halfway point of the Curiosity Project, we created a webpage
to host all of the information and resources we've provided over the last six
months. We realize there are a lot of announcements to follow along with, so
we hope this website helps to keep us all organized and up to date. If you
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haven't had a chance to participate in the project, it's not too late to get
involved; take a look at the website and hop right in!

You can get to the website by clicking here.

Also, mark your calendars for Sunday, December 21. During Second Hour
that day, leaders of the project will host a class to hear from congregants a—
whether they've done one spiritual practice or them all- about their experiences
listening for God's direction and experiencing the hospitality of our
neighborhood.

Winter Table Fellowship Group Sign Ups

This winter we are forming table fellowship groups. Being “at the table” is a
powerful way to meet God and each other. Around a table we share food and
conversation, we can make simple time for praying together and encouraging
and serving each other. Around a table we are able to connect more deeply
with God and each other, grow in our relationships and in our faith, and serve
together in very basic ways. We are encouraging as many people as possible
participate and Come to the Table. The hope is for these groups to meet 3
times between January and March. These groups are a great way to stay or
get connected to the Salford community.

While we know some previous table fellowships are still meeting, our goal is to
form new groups for a season as we connect and deepen relationships with
other people in the congregation and those who have started attending Salford
since our last congregation-wide table fellowship groups met. You can sign up
by filling out a bulletin insert and returning it to the church office, or you can
complete an online form by clicking here. Make sure to complete either option
no later than December 15, 2025.

Contact Pastor Andrew if you have any questions.

Code Blue Shelter Volunteers Needed

The Cold Blue shelters in Lansdale and Upper Perk are facilities that open
when temperatures drop below 30 degrees and offer people a warm bed and
meal for the night during the dangerous temperatures. The shelters are
primarily operated by community volunteers and are in need of more
volunteers. You can learn more information about the specific volunteer needs
and how to register as a volunteer by clicking here.

If you are interested in volunteering but still have questions, there will be
Salford congregants who have volunteered with the Cold Blue shelters before
in the church lobby the next three Sundays after the service. You can connect
with them about their experiences volunteering and ask any questions you may
have. If you have any other questions, please contact Pastor Andrew at
zettsa@salfordmc.org.
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Our Church Family

Memorial Information for Ruth Alderfer — A family visitation will be held on
Saturday, November 15, 2025 from 11:30am to 12:45pm at Souderton
Mennonite Homes, 207 W. Summit Street, Souderton, Pennsylvania 18964,
followed by a memorial service in Summit View Auditorium at 1:00pm. You
can view Ruth's obituary here.

Meal Train for the Greisers — As Anita is recovering, let's help her heal with
some nutritious food. For more details and to sign up, use this link.

New Contact Information for Dave Greiser — Dave Greiser has a new email
address: davidbgreiser@gmail.com You can also find Dave's contact
information in the church directory.

Prayer Concerns

e For Rod Derstine who spent a week in the hospital with cardiac
issues. Rod is back at home. We pray as he meets with specialists to
discern what is needed.

¢ All congregations in Mosaic Mennonite Conference are invited to pray
for Conference-Related Ministry Ripple Community, Inc.
(Allentown, PA) as they return to the Zoning Hearing Board to seek
final approval of their community center. Though they received
approval for housing, medical respite, and offices, the community
center was denied, and their final appeal will be heard on Monday
Nov. 17.

News & Notes

Salford Choir: Rehearsals for Salford Sings (12/21) and Christmas Eve
(12/24) have begun! Rehearsal this week will be Tuesday, November 18 from
7-8 pm in the sanctuary. Next rehearsal is Wednesday, December 3. Contact
Choir Director Emily Buckley with any questions.

Do you have a Nativity Scene to share with the Salford community?
During Advent, we will have Nativity scenes displayed on all 12 of the sanctuary
windowsills. If you have one to share, please contact Deanie Frankenfield
(215-603-9406) or Linda Martin (267-446-8358).

Sunday Morning Prayer Time: Is your head swirling and heart heavy with All
The Things? Bring it to God — meet Pastor Karen in the prayer room before
church on Sunday. Karen will be there at 8:45 to begin prayer. All are welcome
to join in. There are also prayer books, journals, hymnals and guided prayer
ideas available for you anytime.

Resources from Mark Boorse’s Mental Health Second Hour Series

e Mark’s interview with John on Recovery and Spirituality
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e The Center of Faith and Addiction
e Richard Rohr — Breathing Underwater

Service & Mission
Donation of the Month for November — Street Outreach in Montgomery
County through Access Services

We can support our unhoused neighbors by bringing in winter items like:
Hats, Gloves, Coats, Boots, Thermals, Socks, Hot Hands Hand warmers,
Chapstick/Vaseline, Blankets, Backpacks, and Tarps.

Donations can be placed on the shelves in the coat room for delivery at the
end of the month. You can also use this Amazon Link to purchase items to
have shipped to their offices. Monetary donations are also welcome. You
can label your offering envelope or check memo line for “Donation of the
Month”, check made payable to Salford Mennonite Church. Thank you for
your support!

Salford Youth Spotlight!

This fall our youth are busy at work in their extracurricular activities. A great
way for our congregation to show them our support is to attend some of their
events. Check out the links below to find an event you may be able to attend.

e You can see Namoi Kaczor in The Play That Goes Wrong at Dock
Mennonite Academy. Naomi will be performing in two of the four shows
- Friday,11/14, at 7pm, and Saturday, 11/15, at 7pm. Click HERE for
tickets.

Justice & Peace Spotlight

To Build Our Courage Tour is Coming to Salford! — Mennonite Action (MA)
is coming to Harleysville on December 12th! See here! The purpose of the
tour is “to train MA supporters/Mennonites across the US to be able to have
the skills to meet this moment, stand up to authoritarianism, and continue
organizing against ICE and for Palestine. We're hoping to offer folks courage,
inspiration, and skills to be able to deepen their commitment to this work.” The
goal of the tour is to embolden congregations to step into their crucial role of
supporting their communities in these difficult times. There will be much more
to come but, in the meantime, you can save the date/RSVP!

Church Library Spotlight

Stop by the church library and speak with a librarian to see what’'s new, or
review the library catalog on the Salford church website: https://smck-
ind.kari.opalsinfo.net/bin/home#0
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Circle of Hope: A Reckoning with Love, Power, and Justice
LOPE in an American Church
< By Eliza Griswold

Americans have been leaving their churches. Some drift away.
Some stay home. And some have been searching for—and
(ELIZA - finding—more authentic ways to find and follow Jesus.

GRISWOLD

smmmmmmssl - This is the story of one such “radical outpost of Jesus followers”
dedicated to service, the Sermon on the Mount, and working toward justice for all
in this life, not just salvation for some in the next. Part of a little-known yet influential
movement at the edge of American evangelicalism, Philadelphia’s Circle of Hope
grew for forty years, planted four congregations, and then found itself in crisis.

The story that follows is an American allegory full of questions with urgent
relevance for so many of us, not just the faithful: How do we commit to one another
and our better selves in a fracturing world? Where does power live? Can it be
shared? How do we make “the least of these” welcome?

Building on years of deep reporting, the Pulitzer Prize winner Eliza Griswold has
crafted an intimate, immersive, tenderhearted portrait of a community, as well as
a riveting chronicle of its transformation, bearing witness to the ways a deeply
committed membership and their team of devoted pastors are striving toward
change that might help their church survive. Through generational rifts, an
increasingly politicized religious landscape, a pandemic that prevented gathering
to worship, and a rise in foundation-shaking activism, Circle of Hope tells a
propulsive, layered story of what we do to stay true to our beliefs. It is a soaring,
searing examination of what it means for us to love, to grow, and to disagree.

Beyond Salford

Peaceful Living’s 25th Anniversary Celebration, will be held on Thursday,
December 4th, from 6:00 — 9:00 PM at the Holiday Inn — Lansdale, 1750
Sumneytown Pike, Kulpsville, PA.

Enjoy an evening of dinner, celebration, raffles, a silent auction, and more as
we honor the people and partnerships that have shaped Peaceful Living’s
journey — and look ahead to an even brighter future together.

Tickets can be purchased HERE. All tickets must be purchased by Monday,
November 24th, to attend.
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