
Salford News  

 

 

November 9, 2025 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sunday, Nov. 9, 2025 
9:30 a.m. Pastor Andrew 
Zetts preaching on 
Haggai 2:1-9; Psalm 
145:1-5, 17-21 
 
10:45 a.m. Second Hour 

Emmaus Road Sermon 
Discussion Class meets 
in the room behind the 
Welcome Center. The 
Emmaus Road group 
welcomes all. 
 
November 2 Offering 
Offering - $16,406 
ACH - $7,675 
Vanco – $2,491 
 
Total Budget Offering 
$26,572 
 
Children’s Offering: $39 
  
This week at Salford 
 
Sun., Nov. 9 
Witting Tree Ceremony 
following Second Hour 
 
Mon., Nov. 10 
7:00 P.M., SMCCC 
Ministry Team Meeting, 
Library 
 
Wed., Nov. 12 
6:30 P.M., Banned & 
Challenged Book Club, 
Library 
 
7:00 P.M., Choir, 
Sanctuary 
 
Future Salford Events 
 
Sun., Nov. 16 
Fall Congregational 
Business Meeting 

Fall Congregational Meeting Next Sunday, November 16 

Meeting Packets for the November 16 fall congregational meeting have been 

placed in church mailboxes, with extra copies at the Welcome Center for those 

who don’t have a mailbox. Please review the packet in preparation for the 

meeting and bring the packet with you to the meeting to provide the requested 

affirmations.  

Questions can also be directed to Tori Jones Long (Church Administrator), 

Brad Alderfer (Finance Ministry Team Chair), and Mark Heise (Church Board 

Chair).  

Thank you, Joel! 

We thank Joel Alderfer for his three years of weekend custodial service and 

overall facility support. Joel's last official Sunday on staff will be November 9th. 

Joel is not going anywhere, just transitioning to helping on a volunteer basis 

from now on. Join us for coffee and donut holes after the service to express 

your appreciation to Joel. 

Witting Tree Memorial this Sunday 

This Sunday after Second Hour, join with others to bear witness to veteran 

suicide. Glen and Mary Miller will lead us. We will meet near the pastors’ 

parking area to hang dog tags on “The Witting Tree”.  

 

Processing the Mosaic Conference Decision 

Salford queer siblings, parents, loved ones, and concerned allies: Do you 

have questions, concerns, or uneasiness after the recent Mosaic Conference 

decision to separate from MCUSA? We are here to help you process and 

answer what questions we can at this point. Join us for a Second Hour 

meeting on November 23rd. Pastor Karen will facilitate in Room 206. Please 

come! 

All-Church Workday with the Trustees Saturday, Nov. 22 

Help maintain and beautify our grounds. Come and go as you can from 8am-

12pm. RSVP to Linda Martin or one of the trustees: Allen Kaczor, George 

Gaugler, Gene Kropf, Mike Bartholomew, Nathan Hassler-Brooks, Luke 

Martin, and Zach Jones Long. 

 



 
Future Salford Events 
 
Sat., Nov. 22 
Fall Church Work Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have information or 
prayer requests for our 
newsletter, please submit 
them to the church office 
by 10 am Thursdays. 
If you would like to receive 
this newsletter by email, 
please submit your email 
address to 
joneslongt@salfordmc.org 

Faith Formation Night – Wednesday, November 19, 5:30-

8:00 P.M. 

At the November Faith Formation Night, the adults will be led in a session 

called Letting Go and Becoming: Finding Meaning in Family Conflict by James 

Mast, LPC. 

Conflict within families can feel painful and confusing, yet it often reveals 

something essential about what it means to be human. In this Faith Formation 

seminar, psychotherapist James Mast explores how moments of tension invite 

us to wrestle with life’s deeper questions–of meaning, loss, change, and love. 

Blending story, humor, and reflection, he invites us to see family conflict not as 

a failure, but as part of the ongoing work of becoming–an adventure in which 

courage, honesty, and compassion lead the way. 

RSVP to Pastor Andrew by Sunday, November 16. 

The Curiosity Project – We're Halfway There! 

To celebrate the halfway point of the Curiosity Project, we created a webpage 

to host all of the information and resources we've provided over the last six 

months. We realize there are a lot of announcements to follow along with, so 

we hope this website helps to keep us all organized and up to date. If you 

haven't had a chance to participate in the project, it's not too late to get 

involved; take a look at the website and hop right in! 

You can get to the website by clicking here.  

Also, mark your calendars for Sunday, December 21. During Second Hour 

that day, leaders of the project will host a class to hear from congregants a– 

whether they've done one spiritual practice or them all– about their experiences 

listening for God's direction and experiencing the hospitality of our 

neighborhood. 

Code Blue Shelter Volunteers Needed 

The Cold Blue shelters in Lansdale and Upper Perk are facilities that open 

when temperatures drop below 30 degrees and offer people a warm bed and 

meal for the night during the dangerous temperatures. The shelters are 

primarily operated by community volunteers and are in need of more 

volunteers. You can learn more information about the specific volunteer needs 

and how to register as a volunteer by clicking here. 

If you are interested in volunteering but still have questions, there will be 

Salford congregants who have volunteered with the Cold Blue shelters before 

in the church lobby the next three Sundays after the service. You can connect 

with them about their experiences volunteering and ask any questions you may 

have.  If you have any other questions, please contact Pastor Andrew at 

zettsa@salfordmc.org. 

mailto:joneslongt@salfordmc.org
https://www.salfordmc.org/curiosity-project.html
https://salfordmc-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/zettsa_salfordmc_org/EbLlT-Oh4bBAp-UWwK6Ojg8B7oLduGJHvvqunB_-9emIFg?e=49zfRE
mailto:zettsa@salfordmc.org


Our Church Family 

Memorial Information for Ruth Alderfer – A family visitation will be held on 
Saturday, November 15, 2025 from 11:30am to 12:45pm at Souderton 
Mennonite Homes, 207 W. Summit Street, Souderton, Pennsylvania 18964, 
followed by a memorial service in Summit View Auditorium at 1:00pm.  You 
can view Ruth's obituary here. 
 

Meal Train for the Greisers – As Anita is recovering, let's help her heal with 

some nutritious food. For more details and to sign up, use this link.  

 

Prayer Concerns 

• We give thanks for Anita Greiser’s recovery thus far. She has little 

pain, and has been able to go for little walks and eat soft foods. Thank 

you, Salford, for your prayers and concern. Pray for her to be patient 

with a slow recovery while wearing a neck brace and needing gentle 

accompaniment while getting around.  

 

• All congregations in Mosaic Mennonite Conference are invited to pray 

in gratitude for all who gathered for the 2025 Fall Delegate Assembly 

last weekend. We thank God for the delegates’ thoughtful 

engagement and ask the Spirit’s guidance for Mosaic’s future after 

delegates affirmed discontinuing membership in MC USA and 

cultivating healthy mutual partnerships with Mennonite Church USA, 

Mennonite World Conference, and other Anabaptist communities.  

News & Notes 

Salford Choir: Rehearsals for Salford Sings (12/21) and Christmas Eve 

(12/24) have begun! Rehearsal this week will be Wednesday, November 12 

from 7-8 pm in the sanctuary. Next rehearsal is Tuesday, November 18. 

Contact Choir Director Emily Buckley with any questions.  

 

Friends at Souderton Mennonite Homes: Please join us for a time of singing 

and communion on Monday, November 10th from 7-8 in the Friendship 

Room. Call Pastor Karen with any questions. 

Banned and Challenged Book Group – The Banned and Challenged Book 

Group will not meet in October. The next group meeting will be on November 

12th at 6:30 P.M. in the church library. We are reading “So Far from the 

Bamboo Grove” by Yoko Kawashima Watkins. All are welcome! Call Carolynn 

Boyd at 610-489-9084 with any questions.  

Do you have a Nativity Scene to share with the Salford community? 

During Advent, we will have Nativity scenes displayed on all 12 of the sanctuary 

windowsills. If you have one to share, please contact Deanie Frankenfield 

(215-603-9406) or Linda Martin (267-446-8358). 

  

https://www.andersfh.com/obituary/ruth-alderfer
https://takethemameal.com/FDDD1242


Sunday Morning Prayer Time: Is your head swirling and heart heavy with All 

The Things? Bring it to God – meet Pastor Karen in the prayer room before 

church on Sunday. Karen will be there at 8:45 to begin prayer. All are welcome 

to join in. There are also prayer books, journals, hymnals and guided prayer 

ideas available for you anytime.  

Resources from Mark Boorse’s Mental Health Second Hour Series 

• Moving forward with, not on from… 

• TED Talk - Childhood Trauma Across the Lifespan 

• Engaging Experts: Dr. Owen and Dr. Wade on Building Resilience and 

Treating the Effects of ACEs 

• How the Body Keeps the Score on Trauma 

Service & Mission  

Donation of the Month for November – Street Outreach in Montgomery 

County through Access Services 

We can support our unhoused neighbors by bringing in winter items like: 

Hats, Gloves, Coats, Boots, Thermals, Socks, Hot Hands Hand warmers, 

Chapstick/Vaseline, Blankets, Backpacks, and Tarps.  

 

Donations can be placed on the shelves in the coat room for delivery at the 

end of the month. You can also use this Amazon Link to purchase items to 

have shipped to their offices. Monetary donations are also welcome. You 

can label your offering envelope or check memo line for “Donation of the 

Month”, check made payable to Salford Mennonite Church. Thank you for 

your support! 

 

Salford Youth Spotlight! 

This fall our youth are busy at work in their extracurricular activities. A great 

way for our congregation to show them our support is to attend some of their 

events. Check out the links below to find an event you may be able to attend. 

• You can see Namoi Kaczor in The Play That Goes Wrong at Dock 

Mennonite Academy. Naomi will be performing in two of the four shows 

- Friday,11/14, at 7pm, and Saturday, 11/15, at 7pm. Click HERE for 

tickets.  

Justice & Peace Spotlight 

The Justice & Peace team invites you to a potluck and viewing of Martin 

Doblmeier's film Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Pacifist, Nazi Resister on Sunday, 

November 16th after the fall congregational meeting. The film runs about 90 

minutes and is usually considered the finest documentary on the life of 

Bonhoeffer available. Ken Henke will introduce the film, including some 

reflections on the ongoing significance of the life and witness of Dietrich 

https://youtu.be/khkJkR-ipfw?si=jPjxhrFcH8w__frq
https://www.ted.com/talks/nadine_burke_harris_how_childhood_trauma_affects_health_across_a_lifetime?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
https://youtu.be/E09CTSnu5bs?si=qZCB_iLpX1LxBjqt
https://youtu.be/E09CTSnu5bs?si=qZCB_iLpX1LxBjqt
https://youtu.be/iTefkqYQz8g?si=VzZXq8LM-rHVDX7x
https://www.accessservices.org/services/street-outreach/
https://a.co/hWSOs83
https://www.onthestage.tickets/show/dock-mennonite-academy/68cc0bfe9ceb5e63ef6c1278/tickets#/productions-view


Bonhoeffer for us today, and we’ll close with a brief discussion. All are welcome 

to join.  

To Build Our Courage Tour is Coming to Salford! – Mennonite Action (MA) 

is coming to Harleysville on December 12th! See here! The purpose of the 

tour is “to train MA supporters/Mennonites across the US to be able to have 

the skills to meet this moment, stand up to authoritarianism, and continue 

organizing against ICE and for Palestine. We're hoping to offer folks courage, 

inspiration, and skills to be able to deepen their commitment to this work.” The 

goal of the tour is to embolden congregations to step into their crucial role of 

supporting their communities in these difficult times. There will be much more 

to come but, in the meantime, you can save the date/RSVP!  

Mosaic Conference Spotlight  

This week’s Mosaic News features updates from Delegate Assembly and a 

piece from Executive Conference Minister, Steve Kriss.  You can read via links 

below.  

• A Spirit-filled 2025 Assembly 

 

• Delegates Affirm Mosaic Board’s Recommendation to Leave MC USA 

with 74% Support  

 

• Breathing Deep as We Move Forward Together as Mosaic by Steve 

Kriss  

Salford- Advent Garden Spotlight 

Greeting fellow gardeners – This Saturday (11/8) I hope will be the last garden 

workday of 2025. We want to pull up the plastic row cover and used drip line. I 

am asking for a little extra help. This is a big job and more hands will help it to 

go faster. Removing the row cover can be a dirty task, so dress accordingly. 

We start at 8:00 A.M. There should be some veteran volunteers who have done 

this before on hand. Thank you for your help. 

Church Library Spotlight 

Stop by the church library and speak with a librarian to see what’s new, or 
review the library catalog on the Salford church website: https://smck-
ind.kari.opalsinfo.net/bin/home#0 
 

https://www.mennoniteaction.org/tour?link_id=2&can_id=d01f3248d88bade8cb3e7314ee6f6c15&source=email-drum-roll-please-10&email_referrer=email_2870931&email_subject=drum-roll-please&&
https://mosaicmennonites.org/2025/11/06/a-spirit-filled-2025-assembly-be-my-witnesses/
https://mosaicmennonites.org/2025/11/06/delegates-affirm-mosaic-boards-recommendation-to-leave-mc-usa-with-74-support/
https://mosaicmennonites.org/2025/11/06/delegates-affirm-mosaic-boards-recommendation-to-leave-mc-usa-with-74-support/
https://mosaicmennonites.org/2025/11/06/breathing-deep-as-we-move-forward-together-as-mosaic/
https://smck-ind.kari.opalsinfo.net/bin/home#0
https://smck-ind.kari.opalsinfo.net/bin/home#0


Flyover Church: How Jesus’ Ministry in Rural 
Places is Good News Everywhere 
By Brad Roth 
 
The temptation to operate from a scarcity mindset is 
stronger than ever. The tensions unleashed over the past 
few years—which led to skepticism, breakdowns of trust, 
declining church attendance, and uncertainty around 
community ministry—continue to linger in and among our 
rural churches. Yet God’s loving, redemptive work is 
happening in all places, no matter how small or far-flung. 

 
In Flyover Church, Brad Roth, the author of God’s 
Country, describes how rural ministry shares soul-deep 

commonalities with the church in every place. And he speaks a hopeful message 
into the distinct challenges—and promises—faced by rural communities. Tracing 
Jesus’ ministry and bountiful work among the small-town people and places in the 
gospel of Mark, this book offers a vision for ministry tailored to rural settings. 
Pastors and leaders everywhere will be encouraged to approach ministry from the 
reality of God’s abundance. 
 

Beyond Salford  
 

Plains Mennonite Church is hosting a hymn sing on Sunday, November 9, 2025, 

at 3 P.M. All are welcome! 

  

Red Letter Christians is excited to co-sponsor the 2nd annual Peacemaker 

Summit in collaboration with RAWtools Philly and others! During this Peacemaker 

Summit, we will hear from people on the front lines of peacemaking, working to 

interrupt violence in our streets and in our world. We’ll have talented musicians 

and inspirational stories from experienced peacemakers.  And we’ll be hosting 

demonstrations and workshops on how to decommission firearms and transform 

them into more life-giving things. Registration is required and you can save your 

spot here! If you have any questions, please email Kasey 

Fristoe at kasey@rawtools.org. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_pcnOVT4BNAbikI3LzQ7oQmqE4iF5HIqKGor7ABRYVZ1Q5g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_pcnOVT4BNAbikI3LzQ7oQmqE4iF5HIqKGor7ABRYVZ1Q5g/viewform
mailto:kasey@rawtools.org

