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Sunday, August 2, 2026  
10 a.m. Worship at 
Salford and on YouTube 
Live Laura Alderfer 
preaching 2 Timothy 2:8-
15 
 
No Second Hour during 
Summer Schedule    
  
July 26 Offering 
Offering - $3,962 
ACH - $2,030 
Vanco - $2,155 
 
Total Budget Offering 
$8,147 
 
Children’s Offering: $33 
 
This Week at Salford 
 
Wed., Aug. 5  
8:30- 1, Sewing Circle, 
Gathering Room  
 
Future Salford Events 
 
8/9 – Wild Church & 
Pastor Karen Farewell 
Potluck 
 
9/13 – Resume 9:30 AM 
Worship & Second Hour  
 
Upcoming Staff Travel 
 
8/3-8/8 – Pastor Andrew 
Away 
 
8/4-8/11 – Jenn away 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week we continue to explore a personal letter from Apostle Paul to his 

young protégé, Timothy, who is leading the church in Ephesus. At the time of 

the letter, Paul is imprisoned, abandoned by most of his colleagues, and facing 

impending execution.  

Paul wrote to Timothy to “Remember Jesus, who was raised from the dead 

and descended from David.” Paul said that this was his gospel - his “good 

news.” Because of the differences in our time and culture, it can be difficult for 

us to understand what this statement meant to those who heard it. We will learn 

that it was a message of great power and hope. It was countercultural and 

affected every aspect of their lives and the world around them. 

We have all come to Salford from different backgrounds - “the gospel” or “the 

good news about Jesus” may imply many sorts of things in our current context, 

especially if we have learned these terms from a western evangelical 

perspective. But the “good news” of Jesus is a much more broad, beautiful, 

compelling pronouncement than some of us might’ve understood. We as 

believers and followers of Jesus are invited to participate in sharing the “good 

news” in our world and making it a reality. 

What is compelling about this “good news” in our day? What brings us hope 

and keeps us going when the realities of the world around us do not feel 

congruent with the promise of the message of the gospel?  

Wild Church and Farewell Potluck for Pastor Karen on 8/9 

Pastor Karen's last Sunday at Salford will be on August 9th. Join us at 10 for 

a Wild Church in the Grove. Bring your chairs and blankets. Shoes optional.  

Following Wild Church we’ll have an outdoor Farewell Potluck for Pastor 

Karen. Vegan sausages and hotdogs will be provided. Please bring a side dish, 

salad or dessert to share.  

Please bring your food ready to serve and mark your dishes 

and serving utensils with your name. Please also bring your place 

settings. Food can be staged in the church kitchen during Wild Church. If 

you’re willing to grill or help with the transition from Wild Church to potluck time, 

contact Tori Jones Long.  

You can also plan to express appreciation for Karen and Blaine with a card for 

the Card Basket. Please plan to join us for a joyous meal.   



If you have information or 
prayer requests for our 
newsletter, please submit 
them to the church office 
by 10 am Thursdays. 
If you would like to receive 
this newsletter by email, 
please submit your email 
address to 
joneslongt@salfordmc.org 

Summer Art & Scripture Potluck – August 5, 5:30-8 P.M. 

Our fourth gathering will be on Wednesday, August 5 from 5:30-8 P.M at 

Plains Mennonite (pavilion or basement depending on weather).  

We'll share a potluck meal, engage interactively with Psalm 92:12-15, and 

create art together in a welcoming environment for all ages and experience 

levels. 

This month's art experience will be led by Maria Metzler from Plains and we 

will be using acrylic paints. No artistic experience needed; just bring a dish to 

share and a willingness to create in community! Contact Rachel Mateti 

(rachel@plainsmennonitechurch.org) or Andrew Zetts with questions or to let 

us know you're coming. 

Fall Children’s Sunday School 

Children's Sunday School will begin again on Sept. 13. We will have four 

classes: for 2s & 3s; 4s & K; 1st-3rd grade; and 3rd-5th grade. We have a 

strong team committed to this area of accessible children’s faith formation for 

2026-27! However, we still need: a 1st-3rd grade teacher and a helper for 

a younger class.  

 
We have two pairs of adults for each age group, so teachers have half the 

weeks to engage in another second hour opportunity. No experience is 

necessary and an easy-to-use curriculum is provided for teachers. Contact 

Jenn Svetlik (svetlikj@salfordmc.org) to learn more about how you can be a 

part of this vital and growing ministry. 
 

Salford Prayer Pals 2026-27: CONNECT with our younger 
Salford participants!  

We invite you to be paired with a kid in our Sunday School program (ages 2-

5th grade) and commit to praying for them and greeting them when you see 

them! If you can pray, you will make a great prayer pal! Please fill out this 

form or be in touch with Jenn to sign up.  

 

They will share with you an introductory letter. You are welcome, though not 

required, to write notes to them or sit with them/their families in worship or at 

church events. There will be a fall potluck with some shared activities for prayer 

pals and their families. This pairing will last through June 2027.  

 

Be in touch with Jenn at svetlikj@salfordmc.org or 267-380-0273 if you have 

questions.  

 

In this pairing, we do not anticipate prayer pals ever being 1:1 with children, so 

background checks are not required. We do, however, encourage every adult 

in our community to re-familiarize themselves with our child safety 

policy: https://www.salfordmc.org/child-and-youth-safety.html 
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Fall Women’s Retreat 

Salford's Women's Retreat is scheduled for October 16-18 at Kenbrook Bible 

Camp near Lebanon, Pennsylvania. The theme for this year's retreat is Rest, 

and we are planning a weekend of refreshing, relaxing, and resting. Kenbrook 

has trails, a lake, woods, and streams, an environment suitable for our 

retreat. Check it out at Kenbrook Bible Camp & Retreat Center | Christian 

Camp and Retreat Center. Any questions about Kenbrook can be directed 

to Melissa Heise.  

 

Any adult (18+) who identifies as a woman is welcome to join us at the retreat 

this fall. The cost of the retreat is $200 and the $50 deposit deadline is 

August 30th. Please contact Tori Jones Long to register for the retreat or if 

you need financial assistance to attend. 

 

Help Needed for Care & Share’s Move to Harleysville!  

The countdown is on and Care & Share needs help with the move to their new 

Harleysville location! More volunteers are needed in the coming weeks to sort 

donations, stock the new store, tag merchandise, and tag merchandise to 

move.  

 

Special volunteer shifts are available on weekdays from 9 AM to 4 PM and 5 

PM to 7 PM throughout the move. Whether you can give a few hours or a full 

day, your help will make a tremendous difference. CLICK HERE to sign up! 

  

Our Church Family 

Sewing Circle will meet on Wednesday, August 5th from 8:30-1:00 in the 

Gathering Room. Stop in for as long as you want! All are welcome.  

Marie Shisler is celebrating her 99th birthday on August 15th. Help us make 

this milestone extra special by showering her with birthday cards. You can mail 

your cards to Marie in Apt. 3103 at Souderton Mennonite Home (207 West 

Summit Street, Souderton, PA 18964) or drop them at the Welcome Center. 

Contact Margaret Zook with any questions.  

Meals for the Causeranos: Please sign up to take a meal to the Causeranos. 

Vince is having knee replacement surgery on August 17th. Follow this link for 

more information and to sign up.  

We celebrate with Sally Derstine and Marlene Frankenfield who were named 

as two of Dock Mennonite Academy’s 2026 Alumni of the Year. Sally is the 

recipient of an Outstanding Achievement Award and Marlene is a recipient of 

a Distinguished Service Award. All are invited to celebrate on October 9 at 7 

p.m. in Clemens Auditorium (Dock Campus).  

 

https://www.kenbrook.org/
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Prayer Concerns 
 

• All Mosaic Conference congregations are invited to pray for 
Blooming Glen (PA) Mennonite in a time of pastoral transition. Jeff 
Wright concludes 4.5 years of interim ministry on July 31. On 
September 1, Maribeth Longacre Benner will begin to serve as lead 
pastor. Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide this season of change and for 
the congregation to embrace the new chapter with hope and unity. 

News & Notes 

Salford friends at Souderton Mennonite Homes – Please join us for a time 

of singing, sharing, and scripture on Monday, August 10th from 7 to 8 P.M. in 

the Friendship Room. Call Karen with questions - hope to see you there! 

Banned and Challenged Book Group – The Banned and Challenged 

Book Group will meet on Wednesday, August 12th at 6:30 P.M. in the church 

library. We are reading “The Ways of White Folks” by Langston Hughes. Call 

Carolynn Boyd at 610-489-9084 with any questions.  

Join Ambassador Class this Summer – Do you enjoy Bible study? Although 

Second Hour classes are officially suspended over the summer, the 

Ambassador class gathers each week after worship upstairs in Room 203 for 

informal sharing and Bible study. Anyone interested in joining us is most 

welcome. 

Service & Mission 

 

The Donation of the Month for August – Mennonite Central 

Committee (MCC) School Kits   

  

NEW items only  

• 4 spiral or perforated-pages notebooks (8.5 in x 10.5 in and 70 

sheets)  

• 8 new unsharpened pencils   

• 1 ruler (flat, good quality; must indicate 30 cm; inch markings 

optional)  

• 12 colored pencils (in packaging)   

• 1 large eraser   

• 4 new black or blue ballpoint pens   

 

Donations can be placed on the shelves in the coat room. Monetary 

donations are also welcome. You can label your offering envelope or 

check memo line for “Donation of the Month”, check made payable to 

Salford Mennonite Church. Please have all supplies and donations to 

Salford by August 31st.   

 

 



Salford-Advent Garden Spotlight 

Greetings Fellow Gardeners – This week was another hot one at times but 

cooled down a little and it’s very pleasant for now. Saturday, we planted several 

of our seedlings for fall, cabbage and some cauliflower. Broccoli, the remaining 

cauliflower and few specialty cabbage will go in this week and beets and string 

beans will be planted soon. When construction started for the pavilion, water 

was cut off to the garden and I was never able to totally hook up the entire 

garden with water. This week I finally finished the hookup. The bottom raised 

beds now have their own water supply. It was not a smooth setup. As soon as 

I turned on the water, leaks started to pop up. Over 20 water leaks needed to 

be fixed but all is good now. It was very good timing because that area is where 

we planted our new plants. Monday the new plants were really struggling but 

after two days of steady watering, they perked right up and look very good. It 

takes about 2 weeks for young seedlings to get established and start sending 

out roots. Tomatoes are slowly increasing; over 100 lbs. harvested this week. 

I planted fewer tomatoes this year so I won't be seeing the 400 to 500 lbs. 

harvest days but 100 lbs. every week will serve us just fine. Green peppers are 

coming in by the wheelbarrow full. We have two rows but only harvest one row 

every week which seems to be working just fine. The onions we pulled two 

weeks ago were trimmed, put in baskets and placed in the cool shed next to 

our potatoes. They will be distributed each week until they are gone. Thank 

you to everyone who worked in the garden last Saturday. Really did a great job 

getting our fall planting started.    

Church Library Spotlight 

Stop by the church library and speak with a librarian to see what’s new, or 
review the library catalog on the Salford church website: https://smck-
ind.kari.opalsinfo.net/bin/home#0  

 
The Amazing Generation: Your Guide to Fun and Freedom 

in a Screen-filled World 

By: Jonathan Haidt 

Jonathan Haidt’s blockbuster book, The Anxious 
Generation, has sparked a global conversation about the 
effects of smartphones and social media on young people’s 
development, and has inspired millions of parents, teachers, 
and leaders to take action. Now, Haidt and Catherine Price, 
author of the bestselling How to Break Up with Your Phone, 

have teamed up to create a new book that speaks directly to kids. Their goal? To 
empower young people to stand up for themselves by choosing a life not 
dominated by screens and social media. Whether or not kids already have 
smartphones or social media accounts, this engaging guide is packed with 
surprising facts, a graphic novel, interactive challenges, secrets that tech leaders 
don’t want kids to know, and real-life anecdotes from young adults who regret 
getting smartphones at a young age and want to help the next generation avoid 
making the same mistakes. It’s a bold, optimistic, and practical guide to growing 
into your most authentic, confident, and adventurous self. 
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