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Salford Mennonite Church

Sunday, Sept. 27, 2026
9:30 a.m. Worship at
Salford and on YouTube
Live Panel reflections on
1 Kings 19:9-13

10:45 am Second Hour

Emmaus Road Sermon
Discussion Class meets
in the room behind the
Welcome Center. All are
welcome.

Sept. 20 Offering
Offering - $3,485
ACH - $1,980
Vanco - $3,538

Total Budget Offering
$9,003

Children’s Offering: $43

Next Week at Salford

Sun., Oct. 4 — World
Communion Sunday

Future Salford Events

Oct. 23-24 — Harvest
Service and Salford
Campout

Nov. 8 — Fall
Congregational Business
Meeting

We continue to respond to the flooding event in the church basement. Several
of the downstairs classroom spaces and Peace Place remain inaccessible.
Please do not enter the affected downstairs areas while cleanup and
repairs are underway.

Due to the forecasted weather from the nor’easter this weekend, worship
will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday rather than in the pavilion as
originally planned.

Join us as we continue our “Who Is God?” series with this week’s theme, “God
Speaks to Us.” We'll hear the story from 1 Kings 19 of how God spoke to Elijah,
and listen to a panel of Salford members share their experiences of how God
has spoken — and continues to speak — to them. We'll also celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the Salford-Advent Garden and the completion of our Pavilion!
The official Pavilion blessing will take place on October 23 during our Harvest
Service and Campout (see below).

New Paging System to Replace Bells

At the end of Salford’s Second Hour, a 5-minute warning is followed by a final
bell signaling the end of the hour. This is especially important for parents and
caregivers picking up children from Sunday School. The old bell is being
replaced by a tone and verbal announcement that will come through speakers
throughout the building and on some phones. While the more subtle sound is
a welcome change, it will take some adjustment for all of us to recognize the
new cues. Please note that Second Hour ends no later than 11:45 a.m.

Service Second Hours Begin on Sunday, September 27

Throughout the year, Salford's Senior MYF will be hosting a Service Second
Hour on the fourth Sunday of every month. Anyone is welcome to participate
in this intergenerational Second Hour as we engage in service as a spiritual
practice in our formation as disciples. This month, on September 27, our
service project will be working in the garden with Steve Blank, so bring a
change of shoes or clothes for after the service. If you're interested in
participating, please let Pastor Andrew (zettsa@salfordmc.org) know ahead of
time so we can prepare for an accurate number of participants.



If you have information or
prayer requests for our
newsletter, please submit
them to the church office
by 10 am Thursdays.

If you would like to receive
this newsletter by email,
please submit your email
address to
joneslongt@salfordmc.org

Save the Date, Harvest Service and Salford Campout —
October 23-24

Join us in the Salford pavilion for a short service to thank God for this year's
harvest and enjoy a meal that will include vegetables from Salford's garden. All
are invited to stay after dinner for a night of fellowship that will include games
and activities. Participants are encouraged to set up a tent in the field next to
the pavilion or park their camper in the adjacent parking lot. We hope to see
you there!

Schedule
e 5:00-6:00 P.M.: Arrival and tent/camper set up
e 6:00-7:00 P.M.: Dinner
e 7:00-7:30 P.M.: Harvest Service
e 7:30 P.M.-7:00 A.M.: Campout
e 7:00-8:00 A.M.: Pancakes in the pavilion

Our Church Family

Prayer Concerns

o We acknowledge the 20-year anniversary of the Salford-Advent
Garden. We give thanks for the land and its richness, for Steve
Blank's leadership, and for all those who have volunteered with or
supported the garden ministry over the years. We pray for all those
with whom we've had the privilege to share the garden's abundance.

e All Mosaic Conference congregations are invited to pray for the five
young adults who are participating in a year-round service
extension that Mosaic has recently launched with support from MCC
East Coast. Pray for these young people, their ministries, and
supervisors for a year of learning and leadership development.

News & Notes

Salford’s Fall Women’s Retreat is Postponed — Due to a limited number of
registrations, we've decided to postpone the Fall Women’s Retreat until next
year. We hope to find a date that works for more people and allows more of
our community to participate. Keep an eye out for a message from Melissa
Heise or Tori Jones Long with more information and options for next year.

Banned and Challenged Book Group- The Banned and Challenged
Book Group will meet on Wednesday, October 14" at 6:30 P.M. in the church
library. We are reading “A Separate Peace” by John Knowles. Call Carolynn
Boyd at 610-489-9084 with any questions.

Service & Mission

The Donation of the Month for September — Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC) School Kits
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NEW items only

e 4 spiral or perforated-pages notebooks (8.5 in x 10.5 in and 70
sheets)

¢ 8 new unsharpened pencils

e 1 ruler (flat, good quality; must indicate 30 cm; inch markings
optional)

e 12 colored pencils (in packaging)

e 1 large eraser

e 4 new black or blue ballpoint pens

Donations can be placed on the shelves in the coat room. Monetary
donations are also welcome. You can label your offering envelope or
check memo line for “Donation of the Month”, check made payable to
Salford Mennonite Church. Please have all supplies anddonationsto
Salford by September 30%.

Faith Formation Spotlight
Weekly Faith at Home Practices for Families

Song of Creation: Psalm 104

gV | G E Read: pages 150-151 in The Peace Table or Psalm
Sﬁ’ " e 104. Imagine God opening a hand to feed all the
- creatures of the earth and sea.

Talk: The psalmist tells of the wonders of creation and of God’s care for it all,
from singing birds and human beings to young lions and sea creatures. Take
time this week to notice and learn more about the birds who nest in your
backyard or neighborhood.

Pray: Bless the Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord! Amen.

Attention parents of children in grades 1-5: Salford Kids' Club is just
around the corner! Our first meeting will be held on Wednesday, October
21 from 6:30-8:00. We meet once each month, October through May, in the
Gathering Room upstairs, above the foyer. Kids' Club provides a safe space
for kids to spend time together connecting, learning, and having fun. This year's
unit is "12 Names for Jesus", and each session has games, a Bible story, a
craft, a connecting story, and snacks, of course!

This year's Kids Club leaders are: Melissa Heise, Donna Barndt, Sally
Derstine, and Cassy Zetts. (Diane Good, Jenn Svetlik, and Sheldon Good
sometimes fill in as subs.)

Please contact Melissa Heise with any questions about Kids' Club at
MelissaRHeise5@gmail.com
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Salford-Advent Garden Spotlight

Greeting fellow gardeners — Welcome to autumn! This past week the temps
have been downright chilly, especially in the mornings. Our fall veggies love
this weather and it shows. We started harvesting our fall beets last week. Our
second planting of string beans will be worked on this Saturday. While doing
my daily inspection yesterday | noticed the cauliflower was starting to form
heads! | quickly grabbed some of my rubber bands and folded up the plants to
keep the sun out. This will be a daily chore. If cauliflower is exposed to too
much sun the heads can turn brown. Still edible but not as pretty. The cabbage
is starting to ball up, maybe next week we can harvest a few. Saturday | will
pick the last of any tomatoes that | can find. We will start to pull the plants and
clean up the tomato rows. Green peppers should keep producing until frost.
The sweet potato harvest was an overwhelming success. Over 300 Ibs of
sweet potatoes were dug up. Some as big as big can be. That is a new record-
never have we harvested that many sweets. We are around 20 to 23 days
away from our average frost date for this area. Last year we had frost right on
the dates of October 15-16 and some on the 17th. When frost hits the big
cleanup begins and continues until the garden is put to sleep just before
Thanksgiving. Until then we will harvest whatever the garden gives us.

Thank you to everyone who worked in the garden Spring, Summer and now
Fall. Your dedication has not gone unnoticed and is very much appreciated.

Church Library Spotlight

Stop by the church library and speak with a librarian to see what’s new, or
review the library catalog on the Salford church website: https://smck-
ind.kari.opalsinfo.net/bin/home#0

. Martyrs and Chickens: Confessions of a Granola
Mennonite: A Memoir
By: Kristen Beachy

gra-noé-ls adj: Term Gen Xers and Elder Millenials use to
connote an eco-conscious, peace-lovin', homemade, slightly
unwashed vibe. me-na-nit noun: Oh, dear, where to start? Not
with bonnets and buggies, certainly, or the denominational
conferences and non-conference conferences. Not with Yoders
in my family tree. Once upon a time in the sixteenth century . . .

Raised to believe in peace, woodstoves, and homemade bread, Kirsten Eve
Beachy embarks on married life with a Mennonite boy from a dairy farm in this
memoir of collected essays. As they dabble in homesteading, care for aging
relatives, discover more about their family and denominational history, and
overcome infertility, she learns to trust her voice as writer and mother of twins,
one with Down syndrome.

With authenticity and wit, Beachy wonders what a martyr heritage means for
herself and her children, celebrates the complexities of simple living, and seeks
balance as artist and caregiver. Along the way, there are apocryphal Mennonite
cookbook recipes, corn day, a farm auction, butchering up close and personal, a
doctrine of backyard chickens, surprising genealogical discoveries, an alphabet
of infertility, tragedy in the beehive, midnight chantings of a breast pump, dancing
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through a pandemic, and fresh takes on Amish and Mennonite histories of the
Hochstetler massacre, the White Stutzman, and the Civil War.

Beyond Salford

Help Needed for the Apple Butter Frolic — The Mennonite Heritage Center
is seeking volunteers for its upcoming Apple Butter Frolic on Saturday,
October 3. A variety of opportunities are available from serving food to helping
with children’s activities! All those who volunteer receive free admission and
those who serve for four hours or more will receive tickets to purchase food.
To volunteer, contact Linda Francis at francisl@mhep.org or 215-256-3020 ext.
114.

Tour and Taste of South Philadelphia Churches — Join the Mennonite
Heritage Center on October 10, 2026, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a Tour and
Taste of South Philadelphia Churches. In this walking tour, we’ll stop at four
Mennonite churches in South Philadelphia where we’ll enjoy food, fellowship,
and hearing the congregation’s story. We’ll walk about a mile together. The
cost is $15/person. Registration is required. Register online at mhep.org or
contact Regina Wenger at 215-256-3020, ext. 112 or wengerr@mhep.org.

You Are Invited to a Free Benefit Banquet for The Worm Project to be held
at 6 pm, Saturday, October 17, at the Franconia Heritage Restaurant. The
banquet is free but reservations are required by October 11. Hear
inspiring stories from our keynote speaker, Ana Cespedes, CEO of Vitamin
Angels. Leave the names of your attendees by sending email
to info@wormproject.org or call 215-272-5305 to leave a voicemail or text your
reservation.
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