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Salford Mennonite Church

Sunday, Sept. 13, 2026
9:30 a.m. Worship at
Salford and on YouTube
Live Pastor Mark Boorse
preaching on Ex. 3:1-15
and Licensing for Pastor
Laura Alderfer

No Second Hour during
Summer Schedule

Sept. 6 Offering
Offering - $12,009
ACH - $9,825
Vanco - $4,037

Total Budget Offering
$25,871

Children’s Offering: $34

This Week at Salford

Tues.. Sept. 15
7 P.M. Church Board
Meeting, Friendship Room

We continue to respond to the flooding event in the church basement. Several
of the downstairs classroom spaces and Peace Place remain inaccessible.
Please do not enter the affected downstairs areas while cleanup and
repairs are underway.

This week Fall Worship begins at Salford - Sunday morning start time is
9:30 A.M. We also reconvene Second Hour classes for all ages.

As we continue to answer the question, “Who is God?”, we see today that God
sees us even when we feel like there’s no hope. And God is actively caring for
us even when we don’t see it. The Israelites were captive for hundreds of years
in a place that was increasingly oppressive. They had forgotten God and felt
forgotten by him. And yet, behind the scenes, God was living in Moses’ story,
preparing Him to become the instrument by which God showed His love and
care, and called His people back to Himself.

God sees us and knows us here at Salford, and has loved and cared for His
people here over several centuries. He has raised up leaders as part of His
provision for us. Today, we celebrate the call of Laura to be a pastor and a
leader among us.

Second Hour Begins This Week

Second hour is an opportunity for all of us to continue connecting, growing, and
learning together after worship concludes, beginning around 10:45am. All adult
Second Hour classes welcome new participants and visitors!

Learn more about each offering in this Sunday’s bulletin insert or at the
Welcome Center.

Children & Youth:
e Children ages 2-5th grade meet in the basement, beginning with
singing before gathering in age-based classes
e Jr. MYF (middle school) meets upstairs above the pastors' offices
e Sr. MYF (high school) usually meets in the schoolhouse near the grove

Adult class offerings:
e Reaching Out/Ambassadors (room 203) - Bible study using Salt &
Light devotional
e Gospel Herald (Gathering Room) - Discusses articles from Anabaptist
World magazine
e Emmaus Road (behind Welcome Center) - Discussion based on the
morning's sermon




If you have information or
prayer requests for our
newsletter, please submit
them to the church office
by 10 am Thursdays.

If you would like to receive
this newsletter by email,
please submit your email
address to
joneslongt@salfordmc.org

e Friendship Class (room 205) - Women sharing and praying together

e Lectionary Lookahead (room 206) - Lectio Devina-style reading of an
upcoming scripture text

e Connections (room 211) - Story and faith sharing, often featuring
interviews of 1-2 people

¢ Hilltop (room 204) - 2nd & 4th Sundays; uniquely gifted adults, lots of
singing

e Prayer Room (near 211) - self-guided space for quiet prayer

September at Salford

There is a lot happening in the life of Salford this September, and the coming
Sundays will offer us many opportunities to encounter God in new and
meaningful ways. Take a look below to see what’s happening during worship
this month.

Sept. 20 — Peace Sunday The Justice & Peace team will lead worship and
together we’ll recognize international Peace Sunday. Our service will include
interactive stations that will provide opportunities for us to put our faith into
action, including MCC school kit packing, painting a community art piece, hymn
singing in the sanctuary, letter writing and more. There will be something for
everyone, with opportunities for people of all ages and abilities to participate,
serve, create, and connect.

Special Note — Because we plan to pack school kits on Peace Sunday, we
extended the Donation of the Month collection of MCC School Kit supplies
though September. Please continue to bring school kit supplies to the shelf in
the coat room. Monetary donations to purchase supplies are also appreciated.
Please add “Donation of the Month” to the memo line of any checks. See the
“Service & Mission” section below for more details.

Sept. 27 — Worship in the Pavilion! We'll hear reflections from a few Salford
members about their experiences hearing and responding to God’s “still small
voice”, recognize the 20" anniversary of the Salford-Advent Garden, and bless
the pavilion. More details to come!

A Note from Emily Buckley

It is with sadness | share my very difficult decision to resign as Salford’s Choir
Director. Having learned | was pregnant shortly into my first season in this
role to now having a 14-month-old, being present with my family continues to
be my priority.

| want to express my deep gratitude for this opportunity to make music with
many of you over these last two years, and for the openness, excitement, and
love | have been shown by this community. | look forward to continuing to be
a part of worship and music at Salford.

Much love,
Emily
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New Member and Exploring Baptism Class — Starting Oct.
4, 2026

There is still time to sign up for this Fall's new member and exploring baptism
class. If you are interested in transferring your membership to Salford from
another Mennonite church, joining your first Mennonite congregation, or
considering being baptized, this is the group for you! This class is a supportive
environment for people to explore what Christian discipleship in the Anabaptist
tradition looks like and what membership at Salford entails. The class will run
from October-December 2026 during Second Hour. All who are interested in
exploring this class should contact Pastor Andrew (zettsa@salfordmc.org).

Save the Date, Harvest Service and Salford Campout —
October 23-24

Join us in the Salford pavilion for a short service to thank God for this year's
harvest and enjoy a meal that will include vegetables from Salford's garden. Al
are invited to stay after dinner for a night of fellowship that will include games
and activities. Participants are encouraged to set up a tent in the field next to
the pavilion or park their camper in the adjacent parking lot. We hope to see
you there!

Schedule
e 5:00-6:00 P.M.: Arrival and tent/camper set up
e 6:00-7:00 P.M.: Dinner
e 7:00-7:30 P.M.: Harvest Service
e 7:30 P.M.-7:00 A.M.: Campout
e 7:00-8:00 A.M.: Pancakes in the pavilion

Hershey Park Tickets Available at Reduced Price

The Senior MYF had a trip to Hershey Park planned for this summer but had
to cancel due to poor weather. Pastor Andrew is looking for anyone who is
interested in purchasing up to 12 tickets to Hershey Park that can be used
anytime between now and January 3, 2027. Tickets are $20-$40 each (buyers
can choose how much they'd like to pay). If you are interested, contact Pastor
Andrew at zettsa@salfordmc.org.

Our Church Family

Meals for Monica Schroeder — Monica’s daughter-in-law has organized a
meal train for Monica and her husband Dave. Please consider taking a meal to
support Monica’s surgery recovery. You can sign up HERE.

Salford Friends at Souderton Mennonite Homes: Please join us for our
monthly gathering on Monday, September 14thfrom 7-8 PMin the
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Friendship Room. We will sing, share scripture, and pray together. Questions,
call Pastor Mark.

Prayer Concerns

e For Monica Schroeder as she prepares for her surgery tomorrow
(September 14). We pray for peace and strength during this time.

e For all who help lead and facilitate Christian formation
opportunities within our congregation, including Second Hour
teachers, Sunday School leaders, and Jr. and Sr. MYF sponsors. We
give thanks for a new year of learning, growing, and serving together
as followers of Jesus, guided by the Holy Spirit.

¢ With all Mosaic Conference congregations we pray for the faculty,
staff, and students of Conference-Related Ministries: The City
School (Philadelphia, PA); Dock Mennonite Academy (Lansdale,
PA); and Quakertown Christian School PA) as they begin a new
school year. Pray for a year of learning, growth, and meaningful
community for all.

News & Notes

Fall Second Hour Option — Do you enjoy small group Bible study? During
Second Hour this fall the Ambassador/Reaching Out class will be using
the Bible study guide Salt & Light, published by Menno Media, as the basis
for our weekly gathering. It is now available in room 203 to pick up if you are
interested. Our meeting on September 13 will be a luncheon gathering at the
home of Mary Ann Harris, 581 Groff's Mill Rd., Harleysville, immediately
following worship. After that our regular meeting place is room 203 in the
Meetinghouse. All are welcome. For more information, contact DD Wolf
(ddwolf4217@gmail.com).

Service & Mission

The Donation of the Month for September — Mennonite Central
Committee (MCC) School Kits

NEW items only

e 4 spiral or perforated-pages notebooks (8.5 in x 10.5in and 70
sheets)

e 8 new unsharpened pencils

e 1 ruler (flat, good quality; must indicate 30 cm; inch markings
optional)

e 12 colored pencils (in packaging)

e 1large eraser

e 4 new black or blue ballpoint pens

Donations can be placed on the shelves in the coat room. Monetary
donations are also welcome. You can label your offering envelope or
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check memo line for “Donation of the Month”, check made payable to
Salford Mennonite Church. Please have all supplies and donationsto
Salford by September 30%.

Justice & Peace Spotlight
Upcoming Opportunities —

1. Red Letter Christians is excited to co-sponsor the 3rd annual
Peacemaker Summit in collaboration with RAWtools Philly and The
National Peacemaker Association from October 22 to October 24 in
Philly. The Summit We will bring together people on the front lines of
peacemaking and those working to interrupt violence in our streets
and in our world. Learn more HERE.

Salford-Advent Garden Spotlight
Greetings Fellow Gardeners — Tune in next week!
Church Library Spotlight

Stop by the church library and speak with a librarian to see what’'s new, or
review the library catalog on the Salford church website: https://smck-
ind.kari.opalsinfo.net/bin/home#0

Wonder: 52 Conversations to Help Kids Fall in Love with
Scripture
By: Meredith Miller

Parents and caregivers who want to raise kids in the faith often
feel ill-equipped, especially when it comes to talking about the
Bible. How do they tell the storiesin ways their kids can
understand? What do they do with the questions (so many questions!) their kids
will ask? And how do they make it something their kids actually wantto
do? Wonder addresses these pain points by combining creative Bible storytelling
for kids, fun and engaging conversation promptsfor families, and key
contextual information for adults.

Instead of simply presenting Bible stories, as a children's Bible would, this
book actually equips grownups to talk about the stories with children. Each story is
accompanied by historical, literary, and cultural background to help parents
understand the original form, audience, and intention for the story. Meredith frames
each story to help grown-ups talk with kids about how the story's original audience
would have understood it, so kids can understand the life-giving story the Bible
invites us all into.

The book is organized into 52 stories for parents to work through with their
children, and it can be used as a family devotional, but it can also simply be used
as a reference book. Meredith shares language to equip parents to talk about what
to say when God doesn't seem to make sense. This is a long-awaited guide for
helping kids fall in love with scripture.
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Beyond Salford

Mennonite Disaster Service Benefit Concert — Suite Brass Quintet
(featuring Salford’s Bob Maxwell) are performing a benefit concert at
Souderton Mennonite Church on Saturday, September 12™" at 4 PM. All
proceeds will go to Mennonite Disaster Service. The concert also includes
performances by Acoustical Voices and guest organist Brian Bullard for a
varied genre of music and hymns.

Anabaptist Reading Group — Are you interested in Anabaptist and Mennonite
history? The Mennonite Heritage Center in Harleysville is hosting a free
Anabaptist Reading Group this fall from 1-2:30 on the second Thursday of
each month. The current focus is on the writings of Menno Simons. See HERE
to register and view the reading list.

Tour and Taste of South Philadelphia Churches — Join the Mennonite
Heritage Center on October 10, 2026, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a Tour and
Taste of South Philadelphia Churches. In this walking tour, we’ll stop at four
Mennonite churches in South Philadelphia where we’ll enjoy food, fellowship,
and hearing the congregation’s story. We’ll walk about a mile together. The
cost is $15/person. Registration is required. Register online at mhep.org or
contact Regina Wenger at 215-256-3020, ext. 112 or wengerr@mhep.org.

You Are Invited to a Free Benefit Banquet for The Worm Project to be held
at 6 pm, Saturday, October 17, at the Franconia Heritage Restaurant. The
banquet is free but reservations are required by October 11. Hear
inspiring stories from our keynote speaker, Ana Cespedes, CEO of Vitamin
Angels. Leave the names of your attendees by sending email
to info@wormproject.org or call 215-272-5305 to leave a voicemail or text your
reservation.
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